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Oral health

+ Oral health is the state of the mouth, teeth and orofacial structures that enables
individuals to perform essential functions such as eating, breathing and speaking,
and encompasses psychosocial dimensions such as self-confidence, well-being
and the ability to socialize and work without pain, discomfort and embarrassment.
Oral health varies over the life course from early life to old age, is integral to
general health and supports individuals in participating in society and achieving

their potential.
World Health Organization. Oral heafth. Retrieved December 9, 2025, from hitps Ay 1opics/oral-heaith

sk A L TFA
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"AAIYE JREYSE S EAC

FDI's definition of oral health

* Oral health is multi-faceted and includes the
ability to speak, smile, smell, taste, touch,
chew, swallow and convey a range of
emotions through facial expressions with
confidence and without pain, discomfort
and disease of the craniofacial complex
(head, face, and oral cavity).

* Oral health means the health of the mouth.
No matter what your age, oral health is vital
to general health and well-being.

fdiC

Oral health is more than a beautiful
smile. It means having healthy:

FDIWorld Dental Federation. FDI's definition of oral heaitt. Retrieved December 9, 2025, from igs:/fwus idhwcrddental crglfds-defoson-ora-beath
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Huh, J,, Lee, H. G,, Cheong, J., Lee, B,, & Jung, H. (2020). The current status and the future directions of dental
services for disabled people. Journal of Korean Academy of Advanced General Dentistry, 9, 71-76. 20195 B HEX| 2 1™} U™ E3HE
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Diminished sociability/scope Decreasing motivation/

(=
of daily activities depression — '_I'I'-g-l I Ex'l 6}'
Decline of oral literacy Caries/periodontal disease aiad approach
(Interest in oral health) Tooth loss
FYYF Y
e
et | Oral frailty Community health
Decreased Slight choking/spilage Increase in * programmes '
articulation whieeating  unchewable foods IUA
LS

$—;
Sl Oral hypofunction / S=R 0}
[=)

[ 49 Remedies by
general dentist
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AlHIA S|™ St= X|S 2
- Remedies by * |_|X‘" =1 A|'2| =0 X‘llol_l‘ ;I"—'T
specialist
Minakuchi S, Tsuga K, Ikebe K, Ueda T, Tamura F, Nagao K, Furuya J, Matsuo K, Yamamoto K, Kanazawa M, Watanabe Y, Hirano H, Kikutani T, Sakurai K. Oral hypofunction in the older population: Position paper of the Society of Ger

in 2016. Gerodontology. 2018 Dec;35(4):317-324.
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Epidemiology
ORIGINAL ARTICLE and Health

The uneven playing field: provider participation and
regional disparities in oral health examination rates in
Korea

Hye-Lim Hong', Nam-Hee Kim?*

School, Wonju,
Campus, Wonju, Korea

OBJECTIVES: This study investigated regional \dult oral health examination rates in Korea, Ao P i

o
i iyt Nk e st S INERIS) ot o inpac o el oy wach  the mumm,
of dental dlinics and non-dental institutions.
METHODS: A cross-sectional analysis of 2022 data from 229 districts was conducted. The dependent variable was the adult
oral health examination rate, whi independent variabls included provider factors, community health status, lfstyle, demo-
graphic, and soci Descripti ics, Pearson's correlation, and multiple regression analyses identi
fied significant predictors.

60

RESULTS: Non-metropolitan areas had higher oral health examination rates (27.4%) than metropolitan areas (25.3%). Cor-
relation analysis showed the general health examination rate (r=0.583) and the number of screening institutions (r=0.234) e e~ v
were the strongest predictors (p<0.001). Regression analysis showed a 1% increase in general health examination rates led to a . {
1.44% rise in oral health examination rates (p<0.001). 20 -

] . s

CONCLUSIONS: Despite NHIS policies, significant regional disparities persist, showing that providing screenings alone is in-

Aduitoal heath eamination ate (), 2022

sufficient. Integrating oral health screenings with general health examinations is necessary. Policymakers must promote collab-

oration between dental and non-dental providers to ensure equitable, integrated health services, enhancing preventive care and 19 .
reducing disparities. C ey tn o
KEY WORDS: Community health, Delivery of health care, Oral health, Regional disparities c""f "‘P} & f 4{ u?"P o+ o f

Figure 1. rates. 17 provinces.
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Oral health is essential—
for Health in All and Health for All.

Beyond HiAP—Bring Oral Health to the Table.
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* Huh, J, Lee, H. G, Cheong, J., Lee, B, & Jung, H. (2020). The current status and future directions of dental services for disabled people in
Korea. Journal of Korean Academy of Advanced General Dentistry, 9,71 76.

* Minakuchi, S, Tsuga, K., Ikebe, K., Uedaq, T., Tamura, F., Nagao, K., Furuya, J., Matsuo, K., Yamamoto, K., Kanazawa, M., Watanabe, Y.,
Hirano, H., Kikutani, T., & Sakurai, K. (2018). Oral hypofunction in the older population: Position paper of the Japanese Society of
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Process quality

Care worker are always willing to help

service user (PQ_1) 18 5 2 3 2} 9zt (
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